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w I think it is important for us to be in elos 
8 writ* to brin ; you up to date on rece 
™ and to ask yc-ir comment on several 
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The Berlin problem has two main tracks, milit 
political. I am determined that we shall be clear and 
energetic in both. I believe that our military resolution. 
a* shows in preparatory steps during the summer, has 
much to do with the somewhat increased readiness of the 
Soviet Union to consider serious negotiations before pro- 
ceeding with »U so-called peace treaty. But the rr. -litary 
build-up is r.ot yet satisfactory, and in particular I find 
hesitation a.vi delay on the part of some who talk as if they _ 
were firm ar.d resolute. Moreover, we have not yet worked 
out a strong *nd clear allied agreement on military responses 
in th« event of major harassment or blockade of ground 
access. 
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The political problem it no simpler. Mr. Rusk's exploratory 
conversation! with Gromyko have been just that and nothing 
more. As you know from immediate experience, the 
German* tenJ to be nervout about nearly any American 
statement of these matters, but in fact we are still merely 
circling each other to find out what the areas of e 
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negotiation might be. The real problem i* the one which 
was highlighted by C«Tmmn mi • understanding of your own 
informal remarks: fa*>w do we get the Germane to recog- 
nise that it ie not a betrayal of them for all of u> to face 
the fact tVukt we cannot enforce reunification now. We 
should certainly sustain strongly the broad principle of 
support for reunification, but we are not going to get' Soviet 
agreement on this point right now, and we must find ways 
and means of sustaining the courage and energy of our 

,s in the face of the continued division of their 
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/£/ [(/ What we will not budge on are the things which 

M are essential/to the people of West Berlin and it is on that 

point above all that your presence and your work can be so 
significant. Meanwhile, I shall count on your help in find- 
ing ways of sustaining a clear sense of common purpose with 
our friends in West Berlin and West Germany. 

Finally, it becomes more and more plain that whatever the 
form of an eventual settlement, it will be necessary for the 
Ej*!ii.'~ j West to take energetic measures in further support of the 

life and meaning of the city of West Berlin. I count on you 
in this field too, and I look forward to bearing your news' 
on the ways and means of meeting this challenge, as they 
develop. In my judgment, the basic responsibility and 
need for initiative here fall to the people of West Berlin 
themselves and to the citizens of the Federal Republic, 
but where American stimulus or energy can be helpful, we 
will not hesitate. The vitality of West Berlin and the con- 
fidence of Germany are together the prizes we must win 
from this crisis. 
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I am sure that your work in Berlin i» hard and demanding, 
and I can well believe that it has lome frustration*. This 
crisis i« one vihich makes unusual demands on all of us. 
But 1 do want you to know that your presence there is a 
source of encouragement and strength to me as I am sure 
it U to Mayor Brandt and all the people of West Be'rlin. 

Sincerely, 
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The Honorable Lucius Clay 

Special Representative of the President 

U.S. Mission 

Berlin 
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